
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD390165

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 15 MAR 1968.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310.

AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980 ; AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980



THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED 

AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200,20 AND 
NO RESTRICTIONS A~E IMPOSED UPCN 

ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; 

D I STR I 3UTI ON IJNU t-i ITED I 



SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this repoit applies 

to each page, unless otherwise marked. 

Separate page printouts MUST he marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 



j : 

Best 
Available 

Copy 



CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
orriCK or T.iK ADJUTANT OCNKRAI. 

WAaHiNorroN. o.e. teno 

& 

ÄA?M>l^M)TO(9 May 68)    FOR OT RD 681246 13 May 1968 

<0 

0> 
CO 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Learned,  Headquarters,     173d 
Airborne Brigade (Sep),  Period Ending 31 Janaury 1968 (U) 
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1. Subject report Is forwarded for review and evaluation In accord- 
ance with paragraph 5b, AR 325-15.    Evaluations and corrective actions 
should be reported to ACSFOR OT RD,  Operational Reports Branch, within 
90 days of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to Insure appro- 
priate benefits In the future from lessons learned during current 
operations and may be adapted for use In developing training aatsrial. 
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CONFIDEVTI/IL 
<9 DEPARTMENT OF TUE AHMT 

MBMqmgns mo AIRBORMB BRIGADDE (SEPARATE) 
APO 3«n Pranolaoo   96290 

I AVDJ£-3C/0ID 15 HPTOII 19iÖ 

SUBJÄJTi   CorL-eoiiona on tho 'Jrlrioc'.n C-üomWoncJL Heport Lsosons Learnet'. 

TO: lasistant Chief of Staff 
For Force Development 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D.C.    20310 

lequeet the following corrections be posted to the 173d Alrbarae l.'rl^ade 
(Separate)oOperatlonal Report lessons Learned fear the period 1 "ove vxr 1907 
to 31 Janucxy 196fJ, 

• 
a. Section 3 (IntelX^noe) pore.'^rar».'! a, (2). (b), (Opsrr.tian 

DOLLDIG) pc-je I, line 5 fkould reedf   On U December 1967 the Brigade less 
l^503d InT, Z-WX Inf. A^3-319t;-. Arty and »-J-319th Arty returned to Opora- 
UOA XLLI. G. 

b. Section 4. (Coribat O^rationo for J.ovonber lvo7) pa.jo l/>t oara- 
vrapli 4, oentonce 3 should read A-l-12th Infantry inifcead of »-1-llth Cavalry. 

c. Soctlori 4 (CorioBt Ooeration. for Dace-i'jsr 19^7) (m&o 15, -r?ra«- 
jran.:. ?., the follovlng should be added«   On 2 December the 2-503d Inf rooe^.vo^ 
U rounds of 122n»u rooket fire at FSB 12 (113,972257) | one US Pnrttrooper m% 

(i#   Section /;. (Conbat C jerationo for Janutjy 11/<SC)  -»age 17, ^ara- 
r.Taph 2t   Chance ell artillery units listed as attached to OPCdN. 

r, C. JTOSTKR 
OPT, AÜC 
Bri^it'e a torlan 

COMfl0£NTlAL 
f%>a oT « 0 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
KPABTNBT OF TBS IRMI 

BEADQOUtmS 173D AIHBOHHS BRIGADE (SEPARATE) 
APO San fruwltoo 96250 

AVBE-3C/MHD 15 Fabruuy 1968 

SUBJKTi   OparatioMl Baport Uisons LMnad 
(1 Horwabar 1967 - 31 January 1968) 

THRD« CoHBandlng General 
IfTORCIV 
ATTN:    AVFA_GC-OT 
APO San Francisco 96350 

TOt isiiitant Chief of Staff 
For Force Damlopaent 
Department of the Amy 
Wwhlngton, D.O., 20310 

The inclosed Operational Report Lessons Learned is forwarded in coapllance 
with OSARV Regulation 1-19 and A* 1-19. 

FOR THE CONMHIDBRt 

W. L. KVASNICKA 
1LT, AGO 
Asst AG 

DOWQBAEBD AT 3 TEAR IHTERVALS 
EEClASSinED AFTER 12 OARS 

DOD DIBKTIVE 5200.10 
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AVBUC/ttD 
SUBJKTt    Optrmtlon»! Baport UMOO» UmrntA 

19 Fobruary 1960 

• 
TIUM or aiam 

I.  flifnlflnmt OmnlMtlnnal inrt ffntt IntiiTititM 

1» Introduction 

2* Organisation 

3» IntalUganca 

4. Coa&at Oparatiooa 

5. Training 

6. PaTobologleal Oparatiooa and Civic lotion 

7* Logiatiea 

8.   Paraomxal AAdniatration 

9«   Chaaieal Oparatlona 

II.   C*—-~i«.t, toHBBBtAtM - T'"-~'« i~~^ 

ill.   Innlnrmrgi 

-i,—Baa^ar ef fiy Ptyat—al   Withdrawn, Hqt, DA 

2.   Brlgada Organisation Chart 

3*   Snpplj and Coabat Sarrloaa lotiTltiaa 

lattla af Pil TO*1   Published separately 
as CAAR 67X198 
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,..      ,m CONFIDENTIAL „rhn     lQM . tHO 15 February 1968 
SOF.'I  1      i c    ' L '»«,    ')(>■ rt LaBoono Learned 

i.  Äia4ttfliBt-ecfi3l:i.t.. - i..:pJ.Jfl • '^tirtti« 

1.    Introduetlon» 

Thla Operational Report Lesaona Learned covers the period 1 Novaaber 1967 
thr .J,;)! 31 January 1968.   The 173d Airborne Brigfcd" ■'•.Vn'irat'i.  h'-t rdniMuad to 
conduct operations aimed at locating and destroying Viet Cong, North Vietnamese 
Forces and installatlona     the Brigade, as I Field Force's reserve, remain d ready 
to aeot tnj aission required and continued operatlona In the brigade's TAOR (Tac- 
tical Area of ResponaibPUy       The Brlgado'a Civic Action Program continued to 
play s K'/ rt'l    In th<i Krlgide'e oounterlnaurgency efforts« 

To bt at asoonpllsh its aission, the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) uon- 
du'tnd three major operations during the reporting period.    Operation BOLLING, 
which coHwnced 19 September 1967. continued through the months of November, Decem- 
ber -nd January to present.    The Hrigodo's r«rtlMf>iMon in Operation HACARTHDR 
commenced on 1 November 1967 and terminated 14 December 1967, however, the let and 
-Jd B U.'lono, 5C3d Infantry remained in the DAK TO KONTUM area under the OPCOJ 
(Operational Control) of the Ath Infantry Division.    Operation WALKER (orglnally 
named DA2ZUEM) began 16 January and continued to present. 

The internal structure of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) has re- 
maincd the sams during the reporting period except for the detachment of the 12th 
Team ATAP, 2d Civil Affairs Company on 31 November 1967 by II Field Force's CO 
25, dated 11 January 1968.   Mo other units were assigned, attached or detached. 
For a breakdown of the Brigade strength see paragraph 8, Personnel and Adminis- 
tration.   In addition, see Organisation Chart (Inelosure 2). 

3.   iBttlllgMM» 

a.    The enesgr situation before and during each operation conducted by 
the Brigade during this reporting period is as follows: 

(l)   flanttM KACARWVB 
(a) Kn—» fi< fiction Friar to the Oaeratiom Prior to the 00»- 

encement of the operation the following enemy units were believed to be in the area 
of Interest: 1st NVA Division; 32d NVA Regiment; 66th NVA Regiment; 17Ath NVA Regi- 
ment; 24th NVA Regiment; 40th NVA Artillery Regiment; and the 304th VC Infantry Bat- 
talion. The eneay had the capability tot 

1. Attack the DAK TO complex with three NVA Regiments su|v 
ported by the Indirect fires of the 40th NVA Artillery Regiment. 

g.   Defend In battalion strength when contacted by US 
troops. It was doubtful if he was capable of aasslng a regimental defense due to 
OS Air and Artillery. 

2»   Withdraw from the area at the time and place of his 
choosing,- 

L.   Reinforce the battlefield wiJi the 174th NVA Regiment 
which was located west of DAK TO In the vicinity of the Cambodian border. 

(b) ftrtT rf BtUlt tlattBtt Md fliimirr at tin Im at ffwra- 
tioni 

1. A Hoi Chanh, who rallied on 2 November at DAK RI 

1 
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Village, TB 977220, Identified himaalf aa a aergeant from a apecial reRonnalaaanoe 
element of the 66th NVA Reginunt. The ralliar atated he waa an artillery apeoial- 
ist and that the miaaion of the reconnaiaaanoa element waa to reconnoiter and to 
prepare rocket positions. The Hoi Chanh atated that a major for whom he worked 
indicated the following attack plant Elementa of the 40th Artillery located NE 
and SW of OAK TO Special Forcaa Camp, ware to attack the camp and poaaibly the DAK 
TO district headquarters. Th* 66th and 32d NVA Regiaanta, located south and SW of 
the Special Forces Camp were to attempt to overrun the camp. The 174th NVA Regi- 
ment located approximately 10 kilometers west of DAK SLANG Special Forcaa Camp waa 
to be in reserve. Th« 24th NVA Regiment was located 15 kilometers north of OAK TO 
and had the mission of blacking reinforcements to th« camp and preventing friendly 
forcaa from evacuating, 

g.    The mention of the 40th Artillery Regiment by the Hoi 
Chanh waa the first mention of this unit. Th« 40th Artillery Regiment includes 
th« 200th Artillery Battalion which is «quipped with 120mm mcrtars and 122mm 
rocketa. On 20 November, 2-503d Infantry received 120mm mortar fire to land cre- 
dence to the report that the 40th Artillery Regiment was in the area. There wer« 
no prlooners or returnees who made mention of this unit. No documents were cap- 
tured to confirm th« presence of this unit in th« area of operations. 

2»    Documents captured 6 November at TB 843203 identified 
019, th« Reconnaissanc« Company of th« 66th Regiment and also identified elementa 
of th« 7th and 8th Battalions of th« 66th Regiment. Th« 66th Regiment waa in con- 
tact with «laments of th« l-503d Infantry and 4-503d Infantry vicinity IB 853187. 
Th« 66th Regiment suffered 104 DA (BC). On 11 November, IB 845185. l-503d Infan- 
try agcin engaged elementa of th« 66th Regiment killing 142 NVA (BC;. The 66th 
Regiment moved to the west into Cambodia after these engagements. 

4. On 12 November 1967, th« 2-503d Infantry mad« contact 
with th« 174th Regiment at IB 810151. The contact which lasted approximately 48 
hours resulted in 32 NVA KIA (BC). FV's and documents captured 16 November at 
IB 801151 confirmed th« presence of elements of the 174th Regiment. The .174th 
Regiment fought .on Hill 875 with th« 2-503d Infantry. Results of th« contact on 
Hill 875: 298 NVA KIA (BC). This action assisted the 32d NVA Regiment, 66th NVA 
Regiment, and command elements to withdraw from the area of operations and enter 
Cambodia. 

£. Nong Troung 1 - 1st NVA Division is b«li«v«d to have 
been directing th« operations In th« OAK TO area. Th« confirmation of th« 174th 
Regiment In th« area confirms th« fact that the 174th Regiment ha« probably re- 
placed th« 88th Regiment in th« Ist Division, Th« 174th has previously been car- 
ried a« subordinate to th« B3 Front. Th« 88th Regiment has been reported to be 
operating in DARLAC Province. 

(c)  aaaia nA Wmtflmr AIMITIIH« 

i. Terrain: The area of operations fell within KCMTtM 
Province. Th« western boundary was the Cambodian and Laotion borders. Th« south- 
er« most boundary was designated by th« IB 09 E-W grid line. The northern most 
boundary was designated by th« IB 40 E-V grid line, Th« eastern most boundary was 
th« DAK PSI River. The OAK POKO and DAK PSI Rivers are th« major drainage systems 
in th« area. The relief of th« area is characterized by high mountain ranges in- 
terlaced by river valleys and streams. The vegetation is characterized by dens« 
stand« of bamboo in th« low areas and on the mountain «ides with a contlnnoua can- 
opy 40-70 feet high. Thar« are «cm« grasslands and savannah in th« area. Major 
routes into the area are National Highway 14 and Communal Rout« 512, 

2. Weather: Th« weather during the Battle of DAK TO was 
characterized by little rainfall or thunderstorm activity. Cloudiness was at a 
minimum with ceilings from 2000 feet to 5000 feet. Low clouds, base« 3000 to 

2 
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5000 feet, cover more than half the area leaa than 10$ of the time. Temperaturea 
ranged from 55-91 degreea. 

(d) The following la a Hat representing the enemy'a order of 
battle: 

UNIT E2TIMAIED STRENGTH LAST CONFIRMED LOCATION DATE 

40th Arty Unknown Unknown Nov 67 

66th NVA Regt 1700 YB 8418 Nov 67 

32d NVA Regt 1700 IB 8516 Nov 67 

174th NVA Regt 1700 YB 7416 Nov 67 

24th NVA Regt 1300 ZB 0539 Nov 67 

200th Arty Bh Unknown Unknown Nov 67 

3Ü4tb VC Inf Bn 300 Kontun Province Nov 67 

let NVA Dir Unknown IB 8510 Nov 67 

(2) aarnttaa BBMifl 
(a) 

j,. Dlaooaltlon: Since 1 November 1967, the BOLLING Area 
of Operations baa been the alte of Increaaed enenqr activity. The enanqr doea not 
fully control the area around TUI HOA City because of the preaence of friendly 
troopa plua an aggreaaive revolutionary development program which baa reduced the 
bold by the enemy on the population. Recently, reliable agent» have reported the 
following unite within the TUT HOA area or close enough to have influence upon 
the BOLLING Area of Operatlona. These unite are: 

j. Hq, 5th NVA Division 
(Total Approximate Strength: 3600) 

Jj. 95th NVA Regiment 
(Total Approximate Strength: 1756) 

£. 4th Battallou/95th NVA Regiment 
(Total Approximate Strength: 314) 

£. 5th Batt«].ion/95th NVA Regiment 
(Total Approximate Strength: 309) 

1. 6th Dattalion/95th NVA Regiment 
(Total Approximate Strength: 395) 

X. 18B MVA Regiment 
(Total Approximate Strength: 1676} 

£. 95th Artillery Regiment 
(Total Approximate Strength: 150) 

fc. 30th Main Force (MF) Battalion 
(Total Approximate Strength: 250) 
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1. 85th Local Fore« (IF) Battalion 
(Total Approximate Strength: 300) 

J.. K-65 Engineer (Sapper) Company 
(Total Approximate Strength: 90) 

k. K-76 Engineer (Sapper) Company 
(Total Approximate Strength: 96) 

g.  PMiüUrittM and aitotiiii' 
A»    The supply system of the enemy flows from west to 

east and can be best Interdicted on the western edge of PHU YEN Province. 

£.    The major weakness of the ^nemy Is his inability 
to maintain contact due to his marginal logistics systom. 

£.   Recent successes by US troops, >503d Infantry, 
reflects the vulnerability of the NVA to psychological operations.    The theme of 
the psychological operations should be to störender to the ARVN and the direction 
of surrender should be given in the brcadcast/leaflets. 

i.   Enemy Caoablllties: 

4.    Continue to build up their units through Infiltra- 
tion, recruitment and conscription.   Recent reports indicate that the 5th NVA Di- 
vision has received replacements and is nearing the posture to launch offensive 
operations. 

£.   Attack installations and friendly forces in north- 
ern central PHU IEN Province with up to 4 combat effective battalions.    These 4 
battalions would consist of the 3d, 4th and 5th Battalions of the 95th NVA Regi- 
ment and the 85th Local Force (LF) Battalion.   The 30th Main Force (MF) Battalion 
is not believed to be presently combat effective.   Attack in central and southern 
PHU YEN Province with the same combat battalions as listed) however, this effort 
in south PHU IEN could be reinforced by the 18B NVA Regiment.    This would faring 
the strength of the enemy force to 7 combat battalions. 

£.    Continue harassment, terrorist and uncoventlonal 
warfare activities throughout the province.    The pontoon bridge at CQ 201351 is a 
target of particular interest as is the large bridge across the SONG BA River at 
TUT HOA. 

£.   Conduct battalion slied attacks reinforced fay local 
forces on weakly defended district headquarters and outposts. 

ft.   Reinforce the TUT HOA Valley area with elements 01' 
the 18B NVA Regiment within 5 days. 

(b)   guBfllT fit Operation:    During the month of November 1967 
the Brigade, less V503d Infantry, participated in Operation BOILING until 5 No- 
vember.   From 5 November 1967 until U December 1967, 3-503d Infantry with D/l6th 
Armor continued Operation BOILING while the rest of the Brigade participated in 
Operation MACARTHUR.    On U December 1967 the Brigade less l-503d Infantry, 2- 
503d Infantry, A-3-503d Infantry departed Operation BOILING and moved to AO 
DAZZLEM near AN KHE.,    The remaining units continued Operation BOILING II.    During 
this reporting period of Operation BOLLING, Brigade units were involved in 239 
incidents, HO of which were friendly initiated. 
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X,    Significant -ontaete are lieted below» 

qflDff FORCE 

16 VC 

6 VC 

40 VC 

DATE LWATIW mwvumi 
13 Nov 67 CQ 04U7] A->.5C3d Infantry 

16 Nov 67 CQ 074524 D->-503d Infantry 

22 Nov 67 BQ 889592 Dong TM Spocial For-Jee Camp 
(car; 

22 NOT 67 BQ 926736 Dong Tre Spsclal Forces Camp 
(CSF) 

10 Dec 67 B->-503d Infantry 

15 Dec 67 CQ 016467 ir>-503d Infantry 

22 Dec 67 BQ 918792 A-3-503d Infantry 

27 Dec 67 BQ 904791 BU)-3-503d Infantry 

7 Jan 68 BQ 821790 B-4-5C3d Infantry 

27 Jan 68 BQ 955593 E/20th Infantry (LRRP) 

30 Jan 68 CQ 156473 04^-4-5C 3d Infantry 

3 NVA 

3 NVA 

VC Platoon 

VC Company 

VC Squad 

2 VC T "' 

NVA Battalion    77 KIA 

8 KIA 

4 KIA 

UNK 

UNK 

3 KIA 

3 KIA 

21 KIA 

69 KIA 

6 KIA 

£. The Btttalion size attack on 30 January 1968 was 
against the TUY HOA North Airfield occupied by C Battery, 6th Battalion, 32d 
Artillery. The attack waa launched fy the 5th Battalion, 95th NVA Regiment. 
C and D Companlea, 4-503d Inf*n'.ry werfe oomitled on 30 January with the 47th 
ARVN Regiment and Regional Forsea and P(>pular Forces (Rf/PF) supporting. Con- 
tact continued until 31190C Jenuary- 7-.tal enemy losses by elements of the 
173d Airborne Brigade: 77 MVA KIA (BC), 2 NVA P0W. 

(c) Xux&iiL9Qd y^l»)? r • 

1* ISOftlO/ -h'» area o{  interest is located in PHU YEN 
Province and is bounded by coordinates BQ 7000, BQ 7060, CQ 1060 and CQ 3000. 
The eastern boundary is the Scuth China Sea. Three-fourths of the area is moun- 
tainous and forested. Most of the remainder of the area is flat land used either 
for cultivation of rice, or other lowland crops. Along the coast there are rol- 
ling hills and sand dunes except where the mountain o A oropplngs meet the sea« 
Since most of the area conalsts of mountains and hills, there is no drainage 
problem. The major drainage system la fcraed by the DA RANG or SONG BA River 
and its tributaries. This rivtr traverses the center of the AC from west to 
east. (BQ 7039 - CQ 6346). The tributaries flow generally north - south de- 
pending upon their location relative to the SOMG BA. The river empties into the 
South China Sea. Vegetation in the plains area is predominently rice fields. 
Further inland, dense broadleaf evergreen forest covers the mountain ridges with 
canopy rising in excess of 80 fset. Inter provincial Route 7B and Route 1 are 
the main lines of coomunication in the area. 

2" £<&]&$£• Tbe month of November, December and January 
are months of the Northeast Monsoon season in the area of operations. Surface 
winds during the period will prevail from the north-northeast. Wind speeds range 
up to 16 knots. Winds gusting to 30 knots may be expected in the isnediate vi- 
cinity of thunderstorms, along exposed locations during strong northeasterly 
flow, and area under the influence of typhoons or tropical storms. Calm condi- 
tions are observed most frequently during night and early morning hours. 
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Precipitation from aid-December to March is light to moderate showers that occur 
in the mornings in the area of cporetions. Periods of three to five days with- 
out rain are comnon during the period. Cloudiness during the period includes 
considerable cloudiness in thn mornings with ceilings below 1000 feet common in 
the exposed valleys. In general, the afternoons along the coast are partly 
cloudy with most clouds above 2000 feet. The major effect of clouds on opera- 
tione will occur during the early or mld-momlng hours in the exposed coastal 
area. Temperatures will range frcn 80 to 70 degrees along the coast and fron 
88 to 60 degrees in the interior. Relative humidities are high throughout the 
year. Mean monthly relative humidities are within the range of 70 to 90 percent. 
In the northeast monscon the hunidity along the northeast coast is about 91 per- 
cent. 

battle: 
(d) The following is a list representing the enemy'B order of 

Hf 

UNIT & STR 

95th NVA Regt 

WEAPOMS 

5th NVA Div (FVD) Unloeated N/A 
STR: DNI 18B NVA Regt 

5th NVA 01v (MAIN) 95th NVA Regt BQ 877238 (Div HQ) See subordinate 
STR: Approx 2960 18B NVA Regt 

Support Unit* 
1 Deo 67 

95th NVA Regt Ath Bn BQ 9A7595 6-82mm mortars 
STR: 1756 5th Bn 60mm mortars 

6th Bn 6-12,Tmm AAMG's 
95th Arty Bn 75mm RR's 

B-AO RL's 
K-51 rifles 
K~56 rifles 
AK-A7 rifles 
SKS's 

A-50cal HMG's 
IMG's 

6-DKZ's 

4th Bn/95th Regt 1st Co CQ 055628 15-MC'B 
STR: 3U 2d Co 22 Hov 67 27-AR«8 

3d Co 6-82iam mortars 
Ath Co 3-RR's 

27-B-AO RL's 
27-165 (GL) 

5th BD/95tb Regt 5th Co CQ 01A6 15-MG's 
STR: 309 6th Co 20 Nov 67 27.AR'8 

7th Co 9-SMG'S 
8th Co 6-82mm mortars 

>RR,s 
27-B-AO RL's 
27.T65 (BL) 

6th Bn/95th Regt 9th Co CQ 30487 4-M19A5 MO's 
SIR: 395 10th Co 1 Dec 67 3-75BB RR's 

11th Co 3-82mm mortars 
12th Co 9-MG's (Chlcco) 

27-B-AO RL's 
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VMTSSTP SUB-UNITS DATE k LOCATION WEAPdiS 

30th HP Bn let Co BQ9236 >60kam mortar a 
STRs    250 3d Co 1 Dec 67 /fU.Tam MO's 

5th Co 3-57mm RR'S 
7th Co 2-B-40 RL'a 
9th Co Various Snail Arme 

85th LF Bn OK-2 Co UnJocated Slorn mortaro 
STRt    300 OK-4 Co 6Cöim mortar« 

JA-6 Co 57mm RR'a 
DK-S Co BfO'a 
or (poaa let 30oal MG'a 
thru 5th Co) Individual wpna 

K-65 Engr (Sapper) Co*« UNK Unlocated 3-BiRia 
Co STRi    UNK Poaa 5 Co's 9-B-^O RL'a 

IS-AK-^'a 
2Ar CKC'a 
75 Kilo TNT 
Hand grenades 

K-76 Engr (Sapper) WK Unlocated AK-47'a 
Co STRt    UNK CKC'a 

AR'a 
&.40 RL'a 
BAR's 
Ea pit has 20 antl-per 

oinea 
Co has at laaat 150 

kilo of TNT at all 
tinea. 

377B LF Co 
SIR: UNK 

95th Arty Eta 
68tn Ragt 
STS: Approz 150 

UNK 

H-U Co 
7th Co 
8th Co 

Unlccated 

Unlocated 

WK 

/rllOtm mortars 
4r75nB RR'a 
20.SHG'B 

21- AIt-^7'8 
37-SKS's 

(3) aamttm MUM Uka "V* maM> 
(a) Eneanr Situatipn before the Operation» The deployment of a 

one battalion alae task force for defence of AN KHE/Camp Radcliff area oocured 17 
January 1968. Although the enemy possesses the capability of launching a regi- 
mental sis« attack against Camp Radcliff, the probability is unlikely. However, 
the enemy is expected to continue limited else attacks against Camp Radcliff, 
the VIHH TRANH CIDG Camp and Highway 19. The enemy in the past has experienced a 
good deal of success In conducting mortar and recollleaa rifle attacks against 
Camp Radcliff. The enemy now has 122an rocket capability. In recent months con- 
tacts with VC company, platoon and squad siae elements have been reported In the 
Camp Radcliff area and in the outlying TAOR. Additionally, enemy elements in bat- 
talion strength have recently been reported aa moving through the TAOR and/ or 
preparing to conduct effensive operations against installations In the TAOR. The 
enemy has the capability to: 

i. The enemy can conduct a limited ground attack on Camp 
Radcliff supported with crew served weapons. 
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g.   The enemy can conduct attaoka on laolated poata with 
at leaet a company alt« force, 

2'    The enemy can conduct laolated mining, eabotage and 
terrorist actlvltlea agalnat outposts within the AO along Highway 19* 

(b) Significant contacts which have occurred during the re- 
porting period are listed below: 

At 0100 hours on 26 January 1968, Perimeter 0 Ring BR 
4AU4B was penetrated by an estimated VC platoon. AN KHE Airfield was attacked 
by 60mn mortars and ground forces of the H-15 VC LF Battalion. Results« 13 VC 
KIA (BC), 1 NVA PW VIA. 

(c) Terrain» Generally, the AO is two high river valleys 
defined by the IA KRCM and OAK ATUNH Rivers and by three mountain ridges: KONQ 
GRANG on the west, CHU TOMACH in the central portion of the AO and the high moun- 
tains along the PUEIKU-BINH DINH Province border. Average elevation of the river 
valleys is between 500 - 700 meters. The high hills have an average elevation of 
1200 meters. The vegetation of the river valleys is primarily composed of two 
multi canopied dense undergrowth forest and single canopied light undergrowth 
forest. The dense undergrowth is found on the more rugged mountainous terrain* 
The light undergrowth forest is predominate throughout the river valleys. High- 
way 19 is the principle road in the area. It is an all weather loose surface 
road, two to three lanes wide. Highway 19 runs east - west through the center 
of the AO. The other roads in the area are unimproved dirt roads, useable only 
during fair weather. 

battle: 
(d)    The following is a list representing the enemy's order of 

VNTftSK sve-wiTs LOCATICM MEAPOHS 

407th Sapper Bn 1st Co, AKA Oat, PLEIKU Province 3-81mn mortars 
STR: 300 UP 2-60Dm mortars 

2d Co, AKA A?d9  K50 >57mm RR's 
3d Co, AKA 3d, D60 3-B-40 RL's 
4th Co, AKA Uth, 26.AK-47,e 

K70(82mm mortars) 46-CKC carbines 
5th Co, AKA 45th, 9-RPD LMG 

K80 2-Auto rifles 

H-15 LF Bn 01 Co, AKA 316 PLEIKU Province 82mm mortars 
STR: IfiO 02 Co, AKA 317 60m mortars 

03 Co, AKA 318 75mm RR'B 
C4 Co, AKA 319 MG 

SMG 
Small aims 

5th En 95B Regt IMK DNK WK 
SIR: DNK 

124th Mortar Co on »K 4-82mm mortar 
STR: UNK 

D-26 LF Co um Southwest of DNK 
STR: 87 AO DAZZLEM 
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b.    Ene^jr p •rsonnel losse s for the rsporti ng period were as follows! 

NVA/VC KIA (BC) 283 740 13 985 

HV1/VC PW 29 11 2 42 

Civil DefendAnta 126 0 0 126 

Ralliera 0 1 0 1 

Returneea 31 0 0 31 

NVAAC EU (POSS) 30 u 1 75 

c.    Enanqr equipuent/auppliaa/inatallation loaaea for the reporting 
period were as followa; 

OPN MACARTHUR ßPN WALjggß 

IffiAPOMS 

a-UI rlflea 7 62 0 69 

AK-50 riilea 1 6 0 7 

SKS U 20 0 34 

H16 0 3 0 3 

CAB-15 0 1 0 1 

Carbines 10 2 1 13 

9(0 0 13 0 13 

Pistols 3 0 0 3 

Hlac Small Arms 22 89 3 114 

RPD-2 MC 0 6 0 6 

IMG 0 A 0 4 

IMC 0 1 0 1 

B-40 Rkt Launcher 0 8 0 8 

BPG Rkt Launcher 0 10 0 10 

60» Mortars 0 3 0 3 

82M Mortars 0 1 0 1 

122»a Rkt w/launcber 0 1 0 1 

iMMfflflTldt. MINUS and ESPIDSIVES 

4255 106 Snail Ana Rounds 3617 7978 
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L5 retaruary 1968 

OPN BOLLING 

2 Band Grenades 166 298 466 

Rifle Crenadee 0 47 0 47 

M-79 Round« 25 0 0 25 

60mn Mortar Round« 0 235 0 235 

62am Mortar Rounde 39 27 0 66 

6GtoB Fusee 0 32 0 32 

B-40 Rocket« 8 13 0 21 

SPG-2 Rockete 0 16 0 16 

12.7«m Rounde 0 80 0 80 

57Bun RR Round« 0 1 0 1 

Mine«, il 2 27 0 29 

CBU 0 2 0 2 

Exploelve, lb« 16 24 0 40 

Bleetlag Cap« 0 0 1 

Bangalore Torpedoe« 0 0 4 

109 Hovitser Round« 0 0 3 

Butterfly Bomb 0 0 1 

103 18 0 Hut« 121 

Firing Po«ltion« 0 36 0 36 

Banker« 177 24 0 201 

on 
Rice, Ibe 11576 3891 0 15467 

Com, lb« U5 0 0 U5 

Been«, lb« 20 0 0 20 

Benana«, lb« 5 0 0 5 

Peanut«, lb« 120 0 0 120 

Seit, lb« 155 0 0 155 

Cow« 17 0 0 17 

Chicken« 11 0 0 11 

10 
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0 Plga 12 0 12 

Mica Pood, Iba 200 0 0 200 

0 1 0 Flald Klteban 1 

Shovel 1 2 0 3 

Canteei B 8 8 0 16 

Machetes 1 2 0 3 

Clothing, Iba 204 26 0 230 

Rucksacke 58 36 3 84 

Ponchos 18 3 0 21 

Binoculars 2 0 

Wab Gear, Iba 53 0 

SAMagaalnas 22 0 

Medical Supplies, Iba    15 U 0 

Morphine, Bottles 2 0 

Carrying Bags 0 0 

Civilian Radio 0 0 

COOBO Wire 0 0 

Sampans 0 0 

Plows 11 0 0 

Rica Polishing Machines    U 0 0 

Grinding Maehina 1 0 0 

VN Piaatera •11,9^5 0 0 •11,965 

Chemical Detection Sat    0 1 0 

Field Telephone 0 2 0 

Gaa Mask 0 3 0 

Uniforme 9 10 3 

Shovels 0 7 0 

Heleets, Steel 0 3 0 

CoopasB 0 2 0 2 
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OPN BOLUNO m mm 
0 Radio, Type 718 

(Russian) 
0 1 

Tripod, 82nB Mortor 0 0 1 

M-16 Magazine 20 15 0 35 

Knive» 1 0 2 

Cooking UteneilB 3 0 3 

: 

General: The Brigade oontimwd to conduct combat and Rarolutlonary De- 
Ttlopaant (drll Affair« and Civic Action) operations dealgnad to locate and des- 
troy Viet Cong/tiVA Forces, logistical Inatallatlona and to further reduce hi« 
hold on the Vietnameae people. 

The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) minus the 3d Battalion, 503d Infan- 
try and Company D/I6th Armor dlaengaged itself on ordert and deployed by air from 
Operation BOLLING in the TUX HOA area to Operation MACARTHUR in the DAK TO area 
of the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. The Brigade (-) conducted aearch and destroy opera- 
tions in the II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE, vicinity of DAK TO during the month of Novem- 
ber (Operation MACARTHUR). The 3d Battalion, 503d Infantry with D/l6th Amor and 
supporting Brigade elements conducted search and destroy operations (Operation 
BOLLING) in the II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE, vicinity of TUY HOA during the month of 
November. 

On 31 October, the ^-503d Infantry and Battery B, > 319th Artillery were 
alerted while on operations west of TUX HOA to prepare for movement to the DAK TO/ 
DAK 8BANC area north of KONTUM in the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. The ~-igade had pre- 
viously been in this area on Operation GREEIEY which had termii.jited on H October 
1967. Intelligence sources had indicated that a large NVA force was poised north 
of the KOHTIH area and planned assaults on Special Forces and CIDO forces would 
center around the DAK TO/DAK SEANG area. At 1100 hours, 1 November, Task Force 
Ar503d Infantry departed TDI HOA for KONTW by C-130 aircraft and closed OAK TO 
by 1715 hours the following day. The 4-503d Inf and B->-319th Arty then cams 
under the operational control of the 1st Brigade, Ath Infantry Division and be- 
gan operations in AO FALCON around Fire Support Base (FSB) #12, Search and des- 
troy missions were conducted on the 3d, Ath and 5th but the battalion made no 
significant contact. Meanwhile, on 5 November, the rsnslnder of the 173d Airborne 
Brigade (Separate) (-), prepared for deployment to the DAK TO area in accordance 
with instructions received the night before. Beginning at 0750 hours, the 1- 
503d Inf and 0-3-319th Arty were lifted out of AO GANDER directly to the airfield 
at TUX BOA SOUTH* These units were then airlifted into KONTIM. Throughout the 
rest of the day, the 2-503d Inf and A-3-319th Arty continued to lift from their 
AO back to PHU HIEP. 

By the morning of the 6th, the situation around DAK TO was such that the 
lift of the a-5oed Inf and other Brigade elements was diverted directly to OAK 
TO. The l-503d Inf companies helilifted to FSB 12 and the trains earns by road 
from KONTIM to the DAK TO area, positioning one company at FSB 13* and the Battalion 
(-) at FSB 12, relieveing the 4-503d Inf. 

On 6 November, D-4-503d Inf and 3 platoons fTou A-A-503d Inf made corn- 
tact with an estimated NVA company while moving overland from FSB 13 towards Hill 
823 (XB 853187). The contact lasted from approximately 1300 hours until 1800 
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hours reiultlng in 7 US KM and 19 US UHA. Enemy losaee war« set at 40 NVA KIA 
and 50 NVA KIA (POSS). During the sane day B-4-503d Inf conducted a heliborne 
aaaault on Hill 823 at U30 hours after sxtenslTe artillery and TAG Air prepar- 
ation. They made heavy contact with NVA forces shortly afterwards and attacks 
on their hilltop perimeter lasted throughout the night. C-l>503d Inf helilifted 
fron FSB 12 to Hill 823 et 1300 hours closing at 1345 hours. They became OPCOI 
to the 4-503d Inf. That day B & C-^-503d Inf and C-l-503d Inf swept the hill- 
side and investigated an eneay base camp at IB 853187. Total results from Hill 
823 were as follows: 86 KVA KIA (BC), 1 NVA POU, 54 small arms captured, 4 orew 
served weapons, 6 rocket launcbsrs, 200 «nail aims rounds, 210 Chioon grenades 
captured. US losses were 9 KHA, 15 WUA. For the next few days the Brigade con- 
ducted search and destroy operations with miner contact. 

On 11 November, at 0830 hours, A-1-503d Inf engaged an estimated NVA 
company at TB 845185 receiving heavy nachinegun and mortar fire. D & I>-4-503d 
Inf moved to reinforce A Company and made heavy contact with an estimated NVA 
battalion (YB 825184)* Both C & D-4-503d Inf received mortar fire. Countermor- 
tar fire was Initiated. C-4-503d Inf (OPCGN to l~503d Inf) linked up with C & D- 
4-503d Inf and captured 2 NVA POV's. A-1-503d Inf remained in contact until 1630 
hours. Cumilatlve results. Enemy casualties - 142 NVA KIA (BR), 2 NVA POV's. 
US casualties were 20 US KHA, 154 M VIA sod 2 US MHA. 

On 12 November, A-l-503d Inf made contact with 6 or 7 NVA in bunkers (TB 
835183) resulting In 6 NVA KIA (BC). DS casualties: 3 OS WHA. Weapons captured» 
2 AB-47 rifles, 1 SKS carbine, 1 field telephone, 1 flare gun, 1 tripon for 12.Tun» 
AA nachinegun and 30 rounds of 12.71M ammunition. A-2-503d Inf made heavy contact 
(TB 810151} with an estimated company size force dug in. At FSB 16 (TB 814155) 
B-a-503d Inf was attacked by  elements of the NVA company and brought under mortar 
attack. C-3.503d Inf reinforced B-2-503d Inf and the eneny broke contact. Re- 
sultst 4 NVA KIA (BC). US losses: 1 US KHA, 36 US UHA. 

On 13 November, l-503d Inf located 51 NVA bodies, 1 B-40 rocket launcher, 
1 carbine, 11 AK-47 rifles, 4 RPG nachlneguns and 5 SKS rifles at IB 825185 as a 
result of the contact on 11 November. 3-503d Inf made contact with an estimated 
NVA company west of FSB 16 at IB 808149. The contact lasted two hours resulting 
in 10 US KHA, 20 US UHA and 6 US MHA with enemy casvaltles unknown. C-2-503d Inf 
was attacked by an unknown else enemy force at IB 815150 which broke contact after 
an hour with negative friendly casualties. 

During the period 14 through 18 November r the battalions continued search 
and destroy operations. NVA elements engaged during this period were either pla- 
toon slie or smaller. Paratroopers continued to find NVA bodies and equipment as 
a result of the 11-13 November contact. During this period Brigade elements lo- 
cated or killed 37 NVA, captured 4 POV's and had 1 CHIEU HOI surrender. A total 
of 27 small arms, 7 B-40 rocket launchers, 3 SKS rifles, 9 AK-47 rifles, 70 small 
aims rounds, 30 grenades and one 12.7km AA machlnegun with 50 rounds of ammunition, 
7 rifle grenades, 11 60ram mortar rounds and 2 USSR carbines were captured. 

On 18 November at 1400 hours, A-1-503d Inf made contact with an estimated 
company else force at IB 803160 and was reinforced by C & D-l-503d Inf. A-If 503d 
Inf fought off several successive platoon slse attacks aud received ror'cet fire 
causing casualties. Air and artillery supported. At about 1900 hours, all firing 
oeased. Results» 2 US KHA, 26 US UHA and 2 US MHA. Enemy casualties were 51 NVA 
KIA (BC), At 1045 hours, a MIKE Special Faroes company under the operational con- 
trol of the 3-503d Inf, made contact on the southern slopes of Hill 875 (IB 797- 
133). As a result of this contact, the a* 503d Inf was diverted and ordered to 
assault Hill 875 on the morning of 19 November. 

After artillery and air {reparation, the 2d Battalion assaulted Hill 875 
with C & D>d-503d Inf abreast with A Company covering the rear and flanks. At 
1100 hours, while advancing In coltmn, the two lead companies made contact with 
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wall o«BOufl«g«d NVA In bunkero and tranche■. The two compenleo puahad forward 
olowly agalnat haar/ small arma, maohinegun, B-^O rocket and STam racolleoa 
rifle fir«» while A Company leapt tba rear and flanke oecure and began prepare^ 
tlon of an LZ at the bottom of the hill. At U30 houra, a two cooipany NVA force 
attacked the rear and flanke of A Conpany, forcing them up the hill into D and C 
Companlee perloetar. D and C Companies disengaged from the front and helped 
repel the attack fro« the rear. That night a mleplaced bomb fell on the CP, 
killing and wounding a<wgr. 1LT Bart O'leary, although wounded and temporarily 
deaf, took coomand of the battalion. Total caaualtlea for the day ware 46 US 
KHA, 71 OS WHA and 32 US MHA. Eneny caeualtiee were $1 NVA K1A (BC). Three 
aeliooptere were ahot down while supporting thif action. 

The next morning the 3-503d Inf underwent a abort mortar attack. B-ir 
503d Inf departed PSB 16 on foot with A It C-4r503d Inf following ae a relief 
force. At 1700 houra, after a round about advance to avoid ambueh, B-4-503d Inf 
linked up with the 2d Battalion. A & G-V503d Inf linked up the 3-503d Inf later 
in the eTenlng after dark. Casualty figures for the 20th were: 36 US KHA, 41 
OS WHA and 17 US MHA. Enemy losses were 39 NVA KHA (BC). Two helicopters were 
ahot down while supporting this days action. 

Tbt 2-503d Inf began to extract wcunded from the battle «rea on 21 No- 
vember, Artillery end airstrlkee were directed onto Hill 875 throughout the 
morning and early afternoon. At 1500 hours, B-4-503d Inf with A Company sup- 
porting its left flank and C Conpany supporting its right flank, aaaaulted the 
hilt.r. After several h ur» of bitter fighting, darkness forced thM para- 
troopers to withdraw for the night. Casuiltles for th« 6a.f were 7 08 KHA,, 45 
OS WHA and 20 OS MHA. Er-fy rtsualtio« were •indetenined. 

During the entire day cf 42 Nuveab«rv artillery and TAG Air pounded 
Hill 875. El'-aents of b-/.-50M Inf located a total of 73 NVA bodies and a small 
amount nf eneny equipment, ft-L> 12th Cavlary conduct id a combat assault onto an 
LZ at IB 800127. Pro« that« they togtn moT^ment towards Hill 875* 

At 1109 hours, 23 November, the three companies from the 4-503d Inf 
again assaulted Hill 87r. By lUO houra, after fighting through anlper and mor- 
tar flra. thay had taken the top of the hill. D/l/l2th Car also assaulted the 
hill and linked up with the 4-503d Inf by 1153 hours. During the afternoon, the 
A-503d Inf received mortar fire resulting In 7 OS KHA and 28 OS WHA. Total re- 
sults for Hill 875 are as fonows« 2% NVA KIA (EC), 60 grenades, 34 «all arms, 
1 B-40 rosket l^unrhers. 1 82am mortar, 1 60BB mortar, 6 B-40 rockets, 30 60am 
mortar rounds and 14 82mm mortar rounds captured. OS losses wäret 107 OS KHA, 
282 OS WHA and 1C OS MHA for th« entire period of the battle of Hill 875. 

From 24 November through the end of the month, the Brigade's elements 
continued to conduct search and destroy operations in their assigned, area of opera- 
tion. On 27 November, A-3-3l9th arty received 25 to 30 82nim mortar rounds re- 
sulting in 1 OS WHA. Other than this, there waa negative significant contact. 
Brigade elements continued to find NVA bodies and equipment as a result of the 
months contacts. 

The 3-503d Inf and D-I6th Armor continued Operation BOILING. During 
BOLLINQ the Brigade was involved In 40 incidents, 28 of which ware friendly ini- 
tiated. Most contacts during the period ware with squad sise or nailer elements. 
Contact was made on 13 November at CQ 0414^1 by A-'s503d Inf with a 16 man VC 
force. B-3-50*4 Inf engaged 6 VC at CQ 074524 on 16 November. The DONG THE 
Special Forces Camp CSP engaged 20 VC at CQ 889592 and 40 VC at BQ 962736 on 22 
November. Enemy loasss for the month of November are as follows: 8 NVA/VC KIA 
(BC), 17 NVAAC EU (FOSS), 2 NVA/VC POW's, 3 Civil Defendants, 4 Betumees and 
1 AK-50 maohinegun captured. The 3-503d Inf and 0-16th Armor continued search 
and destroy operation on Operation BOLLIMG in the TOT HOA area. 
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Security in th* Brigade Rear Area (AN KHE) was provided by the 173d Sup- 
port Battalion* Oper^tiona during the month vare supported by 256 TAC aortlea 
and 127 FAC nlaaions, dropping a total of 931 tons of ordnance. Supporting artil- 
lery (3-319tb Arty and B-a-19th Arty) fired a total of 1,474 aiuiona expending a 
total of 46,429 rounda of ammunition. The Brigade Aviation Platoon (Caspar), 
335th Assault Helicopter Company (OS), 52d Aviation BaItalian (08), 4th Aviation 
Battalion (GS), and the 1st Cavalzy Division (Arimobilo) supported all opera- 
tions, A statistical breakdown of their actirlties followo: 

Tvoes of MisBlona Ssttifil 

Combat Assault 943 
Armed Helicopter 402 
Resupply 3934 
Command and Liaison ....   ..*•• 1119 
Aerial Reconnaissance .....   98 
Psychological Operations • •••0 
Aerial Obtiervar 126 

Total Hours Flown   3653 
Total Passengers 22500 
Total Tons of Cargo 3700 

Operations during the month of November resulted In the following VC/VVA 
and friendly oasualties: 

Yff/hYA taMM W L9flWfl 

KIA (VC) 720 KHA 192 

KIA (POSS) 40 WHA 642 

Returnees 4 MHA 15 

Ralliers 1 Kon-Battie 
Injured ... 33 

Detainees 12 

pecyabar 

During the month of December, the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) (-) 
continued Operation MACARTHQR in the II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE. From 1-14 Decem- 
ber 1967 the Brigade (-) conducted operations wast of the DAK TO area in KONTUM 
Province in the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, while the 3>-503d Inf and M6th Armor contin- 
ued Operation BOLLING in the vicinity of TUX HOA. 

During' the period 1-14 December the Brigade (-) maintained intermit- 
tent contact in the DAK TO area with small groups of NVA who usually fled to 
avoid contact. On 1 December, LRRP Team E engaged an unknown sisa ene-qr force 
(vie YB 866326) resulting in 3 NVA KIA (BC) and 3 AK-47 weapons captured. FSD 
12 received 9 mortar rounds, wounding 2 man early in the morning of 2 December. 
After the mortar attack the enemy managed to avoid contact with searching para- 
troopers until 9 December when LRRP Team A ambushed an 8 man VC patrol at IB 
964288, resulting in 5 VC KIA and 5 weapons captured. The next day D-l-503d 
Inf made contact with an eatimatcd NVA platoon near IB 832296. Artillery and 
mortars were fired in support and the NVA broke contact leaving one dead behind. 
At dusk (1850 hours) 12 December, 173d Airborne elements at DAK TO (elements of 
the Support Battalion, 4-505i Inf and 3-319th Arty) received 20 - 30 incoming 
mortar rounds killing 3 and wounding four. Artillery was fired in return and 
airstrikes were called with unknown results. On 14 December the Brigade (-) re- 
turned to PHU HEIP leaving the l-503d Inf and 2-503d Inf in the DAK TO/kCMTBH 
area under the operational control of the Commanding General, 4th Infantry 
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DlTl.lon. The >903d Inf, 4-$03d Inf «ad Cup Strik* Foro» tali« OPCOW to th« 
Brlgad« oontlnuad Marota and d««troy oporatlona la tbalr «r«« of oporatlona. 
D-I6th Amor oooduotod convoy Mourlty botwoon TUX HOA and VdlO RO ud actod as 
Brigade roactlon fore«. Brigade elemente aalatalnad dally contact with TC/fcVA 
force« operating In the TUT VDk/FBU HEIP area, however, the «na^gr was almost 
always found in auu'l groups, seldon larger than squad also. The largest ensay 
contact took place 27 Deoeoiber whan the 3-903d Inf conducted a four ooap«iy com- 
bat assault lato the mountainous area north of the SONG Ef L0 HI Tar. C-3-503d 
Inf coapletod Its assault at 0911 hours lato an LZ In the rlclnlty of BQ 874790. 
They war« preceded by alrstrlkaa aad artillery. C Co recelTed firs on the LZ 
and engaged the ene^jr with unknown results until they wars extracted at 1553 hours. 
B-3-503d Inf aads a conbat assault into an LZ at BQ 883806 which alwo was pre- 
pared hj air aad artillery. They aovad south aad aads light contact with 3 VC. 
D->503d Inf came into their LZ (BQ 903793) at 1120 hours. As they aorad north 
they came under firs fro« the northaast, aast aad southeast. D Company raturnsd 
firs and was supported by air and artillery Inltlany killing 5 MVA. B->503d 
Inf was mored south to support and closed on 0 Company at 1700 hours. A-3-503d 
Inf assaulted into an LZ (BQ 900784) at 1200 hours aal lamedlately recelyed fire 
from the wast, aast aad south. One helicopter making the final approach raoaivad 
baaty fire, landed on the LZ and burned. A Company called la air aad artillery 
support and after forming a perimeter they cleared the surroundlag woodlinas of 
snipers and knocked out three bunkers oa the eastern side of the LZ in a brisk 
fire fight. The anaqy was estimated to be oa« company. D-4-503d Inf (the Brigade 
Reaction foroo) conducted a combat assault Into as LZ (BQ 918775) at 1437 hours 
and aovad to reinforce A-3-503d Inf. The enemy conducted hand grenade and har- 
assing attacks against the different companies perimeter during the night. The 
ans^y broke contact aad the 3-503d Inf continued search aad destroy operations. 
Results of the contact on 27 and 28 December ware: OS; 12 EHA and 36 WHA. 
Ene^yj 69 VC/MVA KIA (BC). Operations during the month of December 1967 war« 
supported by 496 TAC sorties and 185 FAC sorties. A total of 1100.2$ tons of 
craiteBoa was dropped by Air Force fighter bombars. Supporting artillery (3- 
319th Arty) fired a total of 699 missions and expended U,562 rounds. The Bri- 
gade Ariation Platoon (Casper) supported all operations. A statistical report 
of their actiTitiss follows: 

OB-ID Miaalona SSÜlSM     UlUlfiai 

Resupply , 800 . . . 341 
Coamand and Control 1175 ... 400 
Maintenance 250 ... 152 

Total Hours n.own  600 
Total Passangers  666 

OH-13 Misalnns SfilUll  BlUlfiM 

>1 

aad Control    1986 ... 375 
Maintenance 265 .  .  . 165 

Total Hours Fiown 559 
Total Passengers 245 

Total 7.62am ammo expended 23,900 rounds 

Operations during the month of December 1967 resulted la the following VC/ 
■VA and friendly casualties: 

HA (BC) Ill KHA 19 

CA (P088) 0 WHA 52 
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YC/frYA faUM JI&JAUtl 

Clr^ DefendenU ...42 MUA 0 

Returnees X Non-Battle Deed    ...    0 

POW 16 Non-Battle Injured . . If 

During the month of January 1968, the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) 
(-) continued Operation BULLING in the vicinity of TUT HOA on the coast of the 
South China Sea and in the mountain area in the vicinity of DOBG THE Special 
Forces Camp.    Task Force POWERHOUSE eoaposed of the l-503d Inf, 2-503d Inf, A- 
>319th Arty and B-3-319th Arty commanded by Colonel John J. Power* Jr. (Deputy 
Brigade Commander) remained in the KOMTUH area of the CENTRAL HIGHLANDS under 
the operational control of the Commanding General,. Ath Infantry Divlelon. 

In January the Brigade maintained a TAG CP at DONG THE to direct search 
and destroy operations with the 3-503d Inf and A-503d Inf.    USSP'B CSF companies 
conducted search and destroy operations and local security of rice harvest opera- 
tions.    Task Force MITCHELL (D-I6th Armor and E-17th Cav) conducted local secuv 
ity and convoy security at required.    B>5-27th Arty and A-6-32d Arty were attached 
to the Brigade on 2 January 1968.    Brigade elements maintained daily contact with 
NVA AC forces operating in the area, however, the enemy was almost always found 
in small groups, seldom larger than squad sise.    Throughout the month, Brigade 
elements uncovered enemy rice supplies and «nail base areas; numerous RVA/VC were 
killed in nail skirmishes.   IFFV's Company E, 20th Infantry LRRP (attached to 
the Brigade) under the direction of the Brigade S2 üeployed it's LHRP teams al- 
most daily for reconnaissance and intelligence missions.   B>5-27th Arty and A- 
6-32d Arty left Brigade attachment on 10 and 17 January respectively, while C- 
6-16th Arty was attached to the Brigade from 10 January to 21 January 1968,    Op 
11 J. luary C-A-503d Inf, 2 CSF Companies armed propaganda platoons (TUT HOA), 
elements of the 172d MI Detachment, 173d Airborne Brigade and one platoon of the 
173d Engineer Company conducted a cordon and search of the PAU ZAIM 1 Village (BQ 
9071).    The operation screened 1150 personnel and evacuated 39 suspects to TUT 
HOA for interrogation.    Under instructions from IFFV the >503d Inf deployed from 
the TUT HOA area to AN KHE assuming responsibility for the base defense of CAMP 
RADCLIFF and operations in AO DAZZLQ4.   The deployment was designated Operation 
WALKER.    Operation BOLLING continued with the Brigade minus its units Involved 
in Operation WALKER and those OPCON to the 4th Inf Div.   At 0100 hours a platoon 
of the H-15 VC IF Battalion supported by dOaa mortars penetrated the perimeter D 
Rong (BR 48048) at Camp RADCLIFF and attacked the AN KHE Airfield.    The 3-503d 
Inf's reaction force IdJlad 13 TC (BC) and captured 1 POW.   The next day, 27 Jan- 
uary, the 173d Airborne Brigae's LRRP platoon departed FHU HEIP for AN KHE and 
became OPCON to the > 503d Inf.   C-4-503d Inf received 20-25 rounds of mortar 
fire on their night laager site (CQ 017491) while conducting a searcL and destroy 
operation.   Countemartar and artillery was fired with unknown results.   At 0410 
hours 30 January, C-S-32d Artillery requested a reaction force to assist in de- 
fending their FSB located at the TUT BOA North Airfield (vie CQ 152482).   D-4- 
503d Inf moved in ly helicopter and cleared the FSB and than became heavily en- 
gaged with an MVA force in a village to the south.    D-4-503d Inf later reinforced 
by C-4-5ö3d Inf and supported by eleaents of the 47th ARVN Regiment, encircled 
the village and after heavy fighting and airstrlkea the village was taken en 31 
Januuy.   The NVA unit (5th Battalion, 95th NVA Regiment) suffered over 200 KIA 
in the two day battle; the 173d Airborne Brigade was credited with 77 of the NVA 
KIA.   Operations during the month of January 1968 were supported by 223 TAC sor- 
ties, 257 FAC sorties.    A total of 353.75 tons of ordanoe was dropped by Air 
Force fighter bombers.    Supporting artillery (3-319th Arty and attached units) 
filed a total of 946 missions expending 12,412 rounds.   The drigade Aviation 
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Platoon (Casper) supported all operationa.    k atatiatioal raport of their aotiv- 
itlea follow« 

UH-1D Hlailona Sortiea 

845 
1180 
175 

Hlllit 

Resupplj 
Coonand and Control 
Halntenanoe 

303 
402 
85 

Total Hours Flown 
Total Paeaengara 

690 
930 

OH-13 Miaaiona Sortie^ 

1500 
223 

Mlaalc 

Coonand and Control 
Maintenance 

433 
169 

Total Houra Flown 
Total Paaaengars 

473 
400 

Total 7.62am aono expended!   25,349 

Operations during the month of January 1968 reau. «1 in the following VCAVA 
and friendly casualties: 

YCflYA haMM 

KIA (P,) 120 

VC/taTAPW    .....    15 

KHA 28 

WHA 108 

MHA 3 

HoD>Battla Dead   ... 0 

Non-Battle Injured .  .22 

5.    Training; 

a. During the reporting period the 173d Airborne Brigade continued to 
conduct Jungle warfare training of newly arrived replacements. In the past 
three months the Jungle school has occuppied a new alte, rebuilt the present 
pfapslcal plant and constructed a complete VC/SVk baas camp that la uaed in con- 
Junction with the Jungle warfare course. The VC/bVA baae camp demonstrates VC/ 
HVA mines and boobgrtrapa, boobytrap detection and searching techniques employed 
in VC/llVA base camps. All students are required to negotiate a boobytrapped 
trail and dear a VC baae camp and tunnel system of bo bytraps. A breakdown of 
peraonanl trained by month follows: 

(1) November . 16 Officers . . 627 Enlisted Men 

(2) December .... 10 Officers .... 527 Enlisted Men and an 
additional 40 enlisted men from the Ist Logistical Cc 

(3) January . . . . xO Officers . 
additional 79 enlisted men from other units. 

. 124 Enlisted Men and an 

b. Captain Paul H. Davin took over aa commandant of the Brigade's 
Jungle School on U December 1967. 

e. Depending upon the availability of aircraft, the weekly field op- 
eration has included an airmobile assault. 

18 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBE-SC/toU) 15 February 1968 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report Lesaona Learned 

6.    PsYchologlcal Ot>ratiQnB and Civic Action! 

a. ygYMftWr 

(1) Revolutionary Developaentsi On the 2d of November through the 
6th of November, crops were gathered and harvested by refugees from the village 
of PHU SEN near TUY HOA. From (6) six to eight (8) 2i ton trucks wer« used during 
the above dates to transport the refugees from TUY HOA North Refugee Center to the 
area where the crops were harvested. The crops harvested and the food gathered by 
the refugees Is listed below: 

Rlc 21,000 lbs 
Corn , 4,000 lbs 
Potatoes 800 lbs 
Bananas 400 lbs 
Pepoers 150 lbs 
Barley 120 lb« 
Tobacco 50 lbs 

(2) Psychological Operations:    A total of 3,566,000 leaflets were 
dropped in the >503d Inf's AD for this month.   Approximately seven hours of 
psychological warfare tapes were also played during the month. 

(3) Civic Action: 

(a) MEDCAP treated a total of 1,840 patients. 

(b) Distribution for the month of November was as follows: 

Rice 11,000 lbs 
Corn 600 lbs 
Potatoes 500 lbs 
Soda (Fertilizer) 100 lbs 

b. December: 

(1) Psychological Operations:    A total of 4,510,000 leaflets were 
dropped in the Brigade AO during the month.    Approximately 10 hours of Fay Ops 
tapes were played in conjunction with the leaflet drops. 

(2) Civic Action: 

(a} MEDCAP treated 995 patients in PHD YEN Province. 

(b) 500 pounds of food and 20 pounds of clothing were distri- 
buted to refugees st CHOP CHI Refugee Center on 25 December. 

(c) 100 lbs of captured rice was returned to GVN control. 

c. January; 

(1) Psychological Operations» A total of 12,907,000 leaflets were 
dropped In the Brigade AO during the month and approximately 114 hours of Pay 
Ops tapes were played in conjunction with the leaflet drops. 

(2) Civic Action: 

(a) MEDCAP treated 1,107 patients. 

(b) 30 pounds of food and 50 lbs of clothing ^«r« distributed 
to RF/FF dependents at DONG XUAN District Headquarters and 15 lbs of clothing 
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wer« dlrtributod to rofugooa at CHOP CHI Rafugoa Cantar. 

(a) MEDCAP traatad 1,107 patianta. 

(b) 30 pound* of food and 50 Iba of olothluc were distributed 
to RT/Pf dependent« at DONG XUiM Distrlot Headquarters and 15 Iba of clothing were 
distributed to refugees at CHOP CHI fiefugee Center. 

(o) 400 lbs of captured rioe was returned to GVN control. 

(3) Construction: Two bridges and 6 culverts were reparied and 
constructed. One school yard was built and 13 kllcaeters of road repaired. 

7* Logiaticst During the reporting period» the Brigade's logistical cap- 
abilities have been required to split three ways and furnish logistical support 
to the OAK TO/kCMTCM area, AN KHE and the TW HOA areas. The logisitoal posture 
continued to remain excellent. Tactical operations were supported by air and 
land line of supply. A logistical suanary by classes of supply Is furnished by 
■onth in Inclosure 3. Logistics operations during the Battle of DAK TO (Opera- 
tion MACAP.THÜR) are inclosed In paragraph 15 of Inclosure 4« 

8.   Ptfuw?! «ri Malnlntntlgnr 

a. PtritPMtl 

(1) Briaada Caaualtieat 

Battle Caaualtias 

KHA   WHA   MHA 

t 

M.TTeaber 192 642 19 

Deoeaber 19 52 0 

January JB m -2 
TOTAL 239 802 22 

MOD-Battle Casualties 

DIED INJURED 

0 33 

0 15 

£ ig 

0 70 

(2) 

ASO 31 JAN 68 

OFF HO  EM  AGO 

Assigned önits 

Attached Units 

Aggregate 

aaaam m Msssm mum 
AUTHORIZED ASQ 1 HOV 67 

0FFW0BiAGG0FFW0B4AGG 

291 31 4859 5181 300 45 4831 5176 316 43 4865 5224 

12 2 34 48 15 1 36 5213240 55 

303 33 4893 5229 315 46 4867 5228 329 45 4905 5279 
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QAIMS AND IXWfflM BY HMTH 

NOVEMBER 1967              DECEMBER 1967 JANUARY 1968 

OFT    WO     EH      ACQ     Off    WO      P4 AflQ      Off   MO     »     AQG 

Galna                           17     0     374   391       80     4     875 959       55     3     161   219 

Loaaee                         181360379      285     475 508       275     337   369 

NET                              -1   -1     +14   +12     +52 • -1   +40C +451     +28     -2 -176 -150 

(a) During the reporting period the «aalgned units authorized 
Increaaed.    The inoreaae wae due to UHb, Bde} 17th Car and let, 2d and 4th Bn'a 
503d Inf being reorganised under the "F" serlea NTOE in early Dec 67.   Support 
Bn and 319th Arty being reorganised under the "F" aeries MTOE in aid Jan 68. 

(b) During the reporting period the attached unite authorised 
strength did not change. 

b.  KgfitBttnti ha Md grdw 
(1) The discipline in the Brigade haa been excellent during the 

reporting period. No atragglera were reported* 

(2) During thia quarter there were 9 General Court Martlala, 15 
Special Court Martiala and 317 Article 15*8. 

(3) Aaalstanoe fron the Brigade IG waa readily available throughout 
the reporting period. 

0. DevaloBaant ^nd »Ulnt^nj^ fff Hftnlt 

(1) Finance: The Brigade Finance Section (Coapany A, Adeiniatre- 
tion) continued to provide financial support throughout the reporting period. 
Newly arrived replaceaants were made aware of the Soldiers Savings Prograa and 
the various allotmenta available to them through orientation and various news- 
letters. 

(2) Chaplain: During the reporting period there were 624 religious 
services conducted (all faiths with a total attendance of 15,992. 

(3) Special Services: 

(a) Tours and Shows: 

i,. November 0 

g.    December  0 

}.   January 0 

(b) Beat and Recuperation: Brigade BAR allocations during the 
reporting period were aa follows: 

Novambar BiflMfcBt JMIBMT 

Vung Tau 
(ineountry)     42 55 66 

Hawaii 77 79 68 
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Morgahey fil ica^ibi 

Bangkok *6 Ik 

Hong Kong 53 53 

Tokyo 32 34 

Taipei 19 54 

Singapore 9 21 

Kuala Lumpur 5 13 

Manila 10 13 

Penang 7 16 

Auatralia -21 -21 

TOTAL 267 378 

15 February 1966 

84 

61 

19 

70 

14 

12 

11 

17 

410 

(5) There were a total of 1,632 awards for valor and nerltorioue 
eervice during the reporting period. A breakdown followat 

APPROVED AMABDS AMD DECORAIIOIIS 

December  January 

Dietlnguiahed Service Cron 4 0 0 

Silver Star 1 0 15 

Legion of Merit 5 0 2 

Dietlnguiahed Flying Grose 2 13 0 

Bronie Star Medal (Valor) 2 28 276 

Bronte Star Medal (Merit/Achievement) 31 98 216 

Air Medal (Valor) 0 0 15 

Air Medal (Service) 80 0 113 

Soldlere Medal 2 0 0 

Any Comaendation Medal (Valor) 12 5 194 

Amy Comendatlon Medal (Merit/Achievement) 57 47 156 

Purple Heart .2 122 -J8 
TOTAL 198 311 1025 

9. The 51et Chemical Deta'ctaent of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) 
provided ehsBloal support on a stardby basis when ever requested by elements of 
the Brigade. The following missions were accoapllsbed. 
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a. Herbicide Hlsaionai 

J2AZ£ METHOD AREA flQRTlES MML 
17 Nov 67 UH-1 AD SPAATZ (FSB 16} Hill (BQ 813154) On« 55 Gal 

27 Nov 67 UH>1 AO SPAATZ (FSB 12) Stream (BQ 870260) On« 55 Gal 

30 NOT 67 UH-d 10 SPAATZ (FSB 12) Stream (BQ 870260) CM 55 Gal 

9 Deo 67 UB-l AO Boiling Rice Two 100 Gal 

19 D»o 67 UH-1 AO Boiling Rice On« 50 Gal 

20 Deo 67 UH-1 AO Boiling Rio« DM 50 Gal 

23 Deo 67 UH-1 AO Boiling Rico One 50 Gal 

28 Deo 67 UH-1 AO Boiling Rio« One 50 Gal 

29 Deo 67 UH-1 AO Boiling Rio« One 50 Gal 

2 Jan 68 UU-l AO Boiling Crops On« 100 Gal 

3 Jan 68 UH-1 AO Boiling Rio« On« 100 Gal 

6 Jan 68 UH-1 AO Boiling Rio« On« 100 Gal 

U Jan 68 UH-l 10 Boiling Rio« One 50 Gal 

29 Jan 68 UH-1 AO Walker Grass On« 100 Gal 

30 Jan 68 UH-l 10 Walker Grass Two 150 Gal 

b. Flan« Throwers: Th« chemical detachment assisted the chemical staff 
specialist of the 4-503d Inf in preparing flan« throwers and thickened fuel for 
the offensive employment of flame on Hill 875« 

o. Riot Control Agent OS: 

(1) A riot control agent CS-1 (micro-pulverised) bag drop was flown 
on 20 Jan 68 using on« UH-1 helicopter. Fifty 8 pound bags of CS-1 war« dropped 
on an abandoned village (vicinity BQ 904760). Gunships suppreseed th« area 1m- 
■ediately after th« bag drop with unknown results. 

(2) On 30 Jan 68, a gunship team reported an NVA platoon located in 
a villag« (vie CQ 156473). D-4-503d Inf sent an element to check out the village 
and becone heavily engaged with th« NVQ platoon in th« villag«. At 0943 hours, 
D Conpany reported having a "horee-shoe" around th« villag«. At 1146 hours, 10 
caaas of CS hand grenades rigged for enploynent from DHrl aircraft vw dropped 
on th« villag« and an estimated 30 NVA broke out of th« villag« to the northwest. 
Gunships were used as the NVA fled. 77 enemy El A were counted after contact was 
broken. 

(3) Th« E-8, Tactical CS Launcher were test fired by 4-503d Inf at 
their FSB on 26 Jan 68 with excellent results. Th« E-8 was also used effectively 
during the operation listed in (2) above. 

d. Personnel Detector Program: 

(1) Personnel detector missions were flown in support of Operation 
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BOLLING fro« 17 Dec 67 to 31 Jan 68. 

(2) On« manpack peraonnel detector «od operator wee aent to AM XBE 
to eupport Operation WALKER on 26 Jan 68. 

(3) Two nanpaok peraonnel deteotora and one operator eupported the 
ROK Tiger Dirlaion (vie QUI KHON) on 24 through 26 Jan 68. 

e. Fougaaae Mlneat On 30 Jan 68, a profraa fro« eaplojlng fougaaae 
■inea around the perineter at Caap Radcllff, AN KHE waa initiated. 
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lit Conmander'a Oboervationa and Recoramendatlona: 

During tha operational period, various lasaona were learned. These leasona 
learned were drawn from all the operatlono which occured during the period extend- 
ing from 1 November 1967 through 31 January 1968. 

1. UM-    Air and Artillery Support 

OBSERVATIONt The NVA pressen the attack In contaota apparently attempt- 
ing to hug the US forces to avoid the US artillery and air support. Air and art- 
illery are of great valu«?blocklng fires, but can be used aa close-in support 
only at a high risk to friendly forces. 

DISCUSSIONi The effectiveness of air and artillery support la limited 
when unite engage in close contact. When it is determined that you are engaged 
with a substantial enemy fore« that cannot be overrun, pull back with your 
wounded to a safe distance where you can adjuat air ana artillery support. Unite 
must insure that they carry an adequate number of amoke grenades to mark friendly 
positions. 

2. ITEM; Control of Artillery and Air Support 

OBSERVATIONi When the tactical situation permits, there should be a 
coordination meeting between ground commanders, artillery liaison personnel and 
Forward Air Controllers to incorporate tactical air into artillery fire support 
piano. Artillery must frequently be called off to permit airatrlkea. In addit- 
ion, there is a tendency in heavy contact to initially regard all indirect fire 
as friendly firo. This frequently results in elements requesting a check fire 
of mortars and artillery depriving friendly units of their supporting fires. 

DISCUSSION t  Closer coordination is essential for proper fire planning 
which allows TAG Air and artillery to be employed simultaneously. 

3. ITEM; Enemy Fortifications and Tactics 

OBSERVATION: The NVA utilized reinforcing trenches and tunnels to their 
bunkers which provided protection from direct fires. Their bunkers had extensive 
overhead cover (5-8 feet) allowing them to display determined resistance to air 
and artillery preparation fires, and enabling them to survive and put up a strong 
defense after bombtadment. The NVA will also attack from these fortified posit- 
ions 

DISCUSSION» Bunkers which are considered neutralized should not be by- 
passed until they have been thoroughly checked for minforeing tunnels. Because 
of the extensive overhead cover utilized, more emphatis is placed on munitions 
with delayed fuse assemblies. 

4. ITEM» Snipers and Tree Positions 

OBSERVATION  The NVA uses tree positions to their advantage even when 
preaaijy^the attack. The use of this technique gives them the capability of 
preventing resupply or evacuation missions. 

DISCUSS ION i Emphasis must be placed on defensive measures designed to 
locate, engage and destroy enemy snipers. CBU bomb clusters are effective against 
snipers in trees but should not be used unless friendly forces have overhead 
cover. 
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5. Il£Mi   "VA Tactics 

QBSE^YATIOM» The NVA demosntrated a tactic designed to separate elenenta 
of a unit with the objectivt of a deceslve defeat. When a friendly unit encount- 
ered a fortified position, it could nxpect a aharp assault fron the flank or rear. 
The NVA continually probed unite flanks and rear to develop weakness which night 
be exploited. Upon discovery, enemy flanking forces would attack only when success 
was apparent. This tactic allowed the NVA to "hug" friendly forces, which pract- 
ically nulllfys the effect of indirect fires and TAG Air. 

DISCUSSIONi Units must be constantly aware of this tactic, which if 
successfully implemented by a strong enemy force, could result in heavy friendly 
casualties. Commanders must be prepared to react and decisively defeat this enemy 
tactic. Constant physical security must be maintained to the flanks and rear 
eve)i during offensive maneuvers and after contact had been established. Addition- 
ally, the commander should nvold decisive combat when adequate tactical air and 
artillery fires are available to destroy the enerry force or when preparing for 
future offensive actions. The tactic of innediately pulling back forces each 
time the situation arlsee must be weighted against the possibility of backing into 
a well-planned enemy ambush. 

6. ITEM:    Specialized Training 

OBSERVATION;    Use of Flans Throwers, LAW and satchel charges was restrict- 
ed because of Inadequate training in these areas. 

DISCUSSION:    Frequent specialised training is needed in the attacking of 
bunkers and fortified position Include the use of flame throwers, CS, satchel 
charges and LAW. 

7. ITEM;    Use of Marking Smoke for Helicopters 

OBSERVATION;    On several occasions, the NVA mortared friendly positions 
when smoke was used to mark positions or to assist in the identification of hell- 
copter landing zones.    When smoke vae not employed, mortar attacks were not re- 
ceived even though helicopters were landing and taking off. 

DISCUSSION;    The use of smoke to mark positions and assist In the Identi- 
fication of helicopter landing zones should be restricted to an absolute ndninun 
when the enemy has a strong mortar or rocket capability. 

8. ITEM;    Mlxlrg of Thickened Fuel and Servicing of Flame Throwers 

OBSERVATION:    Difficulty will be experienced In using KL Thickner if 
debris is allowed to mix with the gas and thickner during preparation. 

DISCUSSION:    Plans and coordination for future use of flams throwers 
soould include the mixing of thickened fuel and servicing of flame throwers at 
locations which provide favorable conditions. 

9. ITEM:    The Lack of an Adequate Arrival Airfield Control Group (AACG) 

OBSERVATION;    The lack of an adequate Arrival Airfield Control Group 
(AACG) at DAK TO during the deployment phase resulted in less than acceptable 
effectiveness in the reception of the units, unloading aircraft and clearing 
units from the airfield. 

DISCUSSION:    An Arrival Airfield Control Group organization should be 
developed and it should be included in the advance part of future deploymnets. 

10.    ITEM;    Initial control of Hook and LOG Pads by Pathfinders 
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QBSEinrATIOMf Initial control of Hook and LOC pada by pathfindars from 
4th Infantry Oivlaiou prorad unaatiafaotory. Raoupply loads were oonatantly sent 
to wrong unite and Back Haula were dropped off at wrong looationa. 

DISCUSSION; Control of LOG Pada should be planned and coordinated in 
advance. The predominate user should have primary control of the pt la with other 
users assigning representatives to control group. 

11. HfiM: Heavy Dust at Duatoff Pad and LOG Pads 

OBSERVATIONi Heavy duat at duatoff pad and LOC pads caused safety haz- 
ards as well as physical discomfort to personnel living and working in the area. 
The pade were constantly oiled which suppressed the dust to some extent. 

DISCUSSION; Since duat cannot be competely suppressed, helicopter re- 
supply and duatoff pads should be located separate from each other and away frm 
dusty roads in the area. Constant effort must be made to keep pads oiled. 

12. UUJ: ^A GRREG vas reluctant to accept ARVN and CIOG KIA'a 

OBSERVATION» FSA GRREG was reluctant to accept ARVN end CIDC XIA's which 
ci used some delay in processing KIA'a. KIA'a continue to be delivered to the 
clearing station instead of GRREG collecting point. This situation interfered 
with treating WlA'a as well as having an adverse affect on WIA'a. 

DISCUSSION; All units and aviation elements must be notified of GRREG 
collection point. 

13. ITEM: Shortage of Litters and Blam:ets 

OBSERVATION: Co B (Med) experienced a shortage of litters and b: «.akets 
when supporting hospitals failed to make direct exchange. 

DISCUSSION; Continuous coordination with supporting hospitals Is neces- 
sary to insure a direct exchange of .like equipment. 

U. ITEM» Inadequate Medical Coverage 

OBSERVATION» Inadequate medical coverage was experienced Initally do« 
to late arrival of medical personnel and equipment. 

DISCUSSION; Early deployment of a clearing station elements la neces- 
sary to provide immediate medical oupport. 

15. ITEM» Float Howitzer 

OBSERVATIOM; 3-319th Artillery had been deployed 36 hours before a 
needed float howl tsar was available. 

DISCUSSION; In future operations, a float howitzer should deploy with 
the artillery contact team. The contact teams should always deploy with the 
major element of the Artillery Battalion. 

16. ITEM; Stopping to Fire Artillery 

DISCUSSION; It is not generally a good idea to stop a unit which sights 
a small group of enemy in order to fire artillery on the enemy. Inevitable, the 
enemy will break contact completely while the clearance for artillery takes place. 
We have not had a single occasion when small groups of ene^y was taken under fire 
which did not result in the enemy's escaping without a trace. 

a; 
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17. UEJ! Use of High Drag Bombs 

DISCUSSION; High Drag Bombs are much more effaotiTe than Low Drag Bombs 
and are lass likely to cause casualties to friendly troops when close ei^loyment 
is required. 

18. £QSt]! Use of Air Strikes in Villages 

DISCUSSION: Air strikes used against Tillages and bard targets should 
use KL17 or N82 wall to wall. CBU, napalm and small bombs, though effeotiTs 
against troops above ground will not neutralize troops in typloal villages honey- 
combed with tunnels and bunkers. These will withstand the effects of lighter 
ordanoe. 

19. ITEM: Use of CS against Dug-in Villages 

DISCUSSION; CS smoke and munitions are effective initially to reduce 
the rate of enemy fire against assaulting troops, when entering fortified villages. 
The CS will rap.dly disperse, however, perhaps due to the heat from burning huts 
and artillery fires. It should not be depended upon to make the enemy move out of 
his holes. Enemy soldiers have been known to "eat" CS without moving at all and 
then recover to fight effectively within a few minutes, even in areas where CS will 
partially debilitate friendly troops when they remove their masks. 

20. ITEM: Ambushing of Previous Laager Sites 

DISCUSSION! It has been found effective to ambush laager sites with stay 
behind patrols or LRRP's. The enemy moves Into them to dig food and supplies out 
of the sumps and is then very succeptablr to ambushes. 
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AVF1-QC-0T (15 P«b 68) lot Ind 
SUBJBCTi   Operational Rfport-Lttsons Leamad for Quartarly Parlod Sodlng 

31 January 1968   BGS C3FCHU65     UIC NABJFF     173d Ate BtU    (U) 

HBADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIBTN1M,    APO    96350 1 Ö !.*W< '^ 

TO:    Qq—allag General, United States Ax«j Vietna«,   ATM»   AVHQC-DST, 
APO   96375 

Thlt headquarters has reTiswed the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) 
Operational Bsport-Lessons Lea^aed for the quarterly period snding 31 
Jasoazy 1968 and oonoars but aakes the following oonsnt in the interest 
of clarity.   The Itsm, Control of Artillery and Air Support, found in 
Inclosore 4* page 31« Cosnander's Analysis and Lessons Learned, should 
read, "In order for artillsxy sad air to be ssploTsd siaultaneoasly dur- 
ing ooabst opsratlons it is esssntlal that coordination bstwssn the ooap 
■ander, artillery liaison personnsl and forward air controllers be doss 
and continuous.* 

FOB THE OOuONDBBi 

CACBARD 

Copy furnishedt 
2 - ACSPOB, DA, Wash DC   20310        AS5F A:>J'JrA\ir GENERAL 
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AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 68) 2d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lee sons Learned (1 November 1967 - 31 January 

1968) 

HKADQUARTERS, US A»1Y VIETNAM, APO San Francieco 96375 2 1 MAR 1968 

TO: Coraraander in Chief, United States Amy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1968 fron Headquarters, 
173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) (WARLAA) as indorsed. 

2. Concur with report as indorsed. Report is considered adequate. 

3. Correct UIC (WARLAA). 

4. A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting 
unit through channels. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

4 Incl 
nc 

Copy furnished: 
Hi, I FFORCEV 
m, 173d Abn Bde (Sep) 

C S. NAKATSÜKASA 
Captain. AfSC 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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GPOP-DT (15 r«b 68)    (U) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational laport of HQ(  173d Abn Bda (Sap) for Pariod 

Ending 31 January 1968, RCS CSFCÄ-65 (Rl) 

HQ. US Any, Pacific, APO San Pranclaco 96558      2 5 APR 1968 

TO:    Aaalatant Chief of Staff for Fore« DavalopMnt, Dapartaant of tha 
Amy, Waahlngton, D. C. 20310 

Tola haadquartara concura In tha raport aa Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMAMDER IM CHIEF: 

CX. SHORTT 
CfX. AGO 
Aul AO 

J/ 
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«.MA« CONFIDENTIAL ,KWym     10Afl AVBUSC/MHD 15 February 1968 j 
SUBJECT i    Supply and Cqnb»! Stnrlo« Aotivltl«s jj 

1,     Ntwmbari 

a.   Supplyt 

(1)   ClMt It    Operations la Claaa I remained the same except for 
the fact that the Brigade vent for a fire day period without "A" rations due to 
the tactical situation and the destruction of the ration break-down point by an 

duap fire. 

(2) Class II A IVi   The signifiosnt problem areas were in obtaining 
sufficient TA 50-901 to outfit a large influx of replacements.   Sufficient quan- 
tities were not on band in the base camp area.   Information from the lat Logisti- 
cal Comnand stated that a central issue facility would be availabe in the base 
camp area. 

(3) The Brigade has experienced a loss of large amounts of equip- 
ment due to combat action.   A communications problem between the Brigade and Kth 
ICC Headquarters prevented timely replacement of these items. 

(4) Class Hit    Normal operations to Include the establishment of 
a JP-4 fueling point in the Brigade CP area and at FSB 12. 

(5) Class Vi   The Brigade experienced a small problem in losing the 
Ammunition Supply Feint operated by the FSA as a result of enemy mortar fire. 
The Brigade had to establish its own ASP with little advance notice. 

b.   Maintenancet 

(1)   The maintenance and care of the Handset, H-189, FSN 5965-069- 
8886 continues to be a problem in the Brigade.   This item shows an extensive degree 
of abuse snd neglect In handling by organisational personnel.    This handset had 
been in critically short supply.    The common failures ares 

(a) Broken Handle 

(b) Missing Microphone Element 

(c) Missing Earphone Element 

(d) Missing Microphone Mouthpiece 

(a) Missing Receiver Transmitter Cover 

(f) Missing Switch 

(g) MiLsing Connector 

(h) Cut Cable 

(2) Antenna (FSN 5820-889-3803) continues to be a critical item. 
In addition, extensive deadline is also being experienced on the 'radio transmitter 
PRR-9 and PRT-4 due to repair parts. 

(3) Significant projects accomplished during the month of November 
are as followst 

(a)   A 10051 Inventory and location survey of the ASL of Company 
"D", 173d Support Battalion waa initiated.   This was necessary due to the condition 
of the stock when it was received from BEIN HOA. 
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v*       LVMA** CONFIDENTIAL KJ AVBI-SC/AD 15 Pebnury 1968 
SOB JUT i Supply «nd CoaUt Strrle« Aetlvlti«! 

(b) A PLL w»a developed for ••vtral lt«a» of «ignal «qulpaant 
and aubraltt«d to tb»  organizational malntonanc« facllltlaa during Novmsbar. 

(d) A aaintonanc« clas» on th* malntananc«, operation, aain- 
tenanc« of racorda and rapalr part» supply baa boon davalopad for the unite on 
ganoraton. 

0. Medlcali Caaualty figures for the months 

(1) "A 192 

(2) KBNRHA 2 

(3) »HA 483 

U)    IBNRHA 23 

(5) MA .4 

(6) Malaria 99 

2.     IWjMihur t 

a. Sx^ply: 

(1) Class It The Class I supply was normal during the period with 
th« exception of sproadlc supply of ice cream and loe. Due to the United cap- 
acity of the lee plants in the PLEKU Area, the authorised quantity of six pounds 
per man per day has not been mat. The Brigade in the DAK TO and KONTUM areas 
has been receiTlng leas than two pounds per man. Ice cream supply has been al- 
most non-exlotant in the DAK TO and KONTUM areas. The inoperation of the PLEIKO 
plant and lack of suitable storage and transport facilities were the reasons 
given by the supply source. ■A" ration meals hate been available for three meals 
a day when operations permitted their preparation. 

(2) Class II & IV: The supply of Class II ft IV equipment and cloth- 
ing was less than desirable during the month of December. Problems encountered 
were the lack of fill on combat loss replacements of Command Controled equipment 
and the relocation of the majority of the Brigade units. The recent movement of 
the Ist Logistical Coasnand Headquarters and tbe 14th ICC resulted in a lack of 
response by these Headquarters. Tbe split of the Brigade operating elements into 
two locations placed a heavy burden on the support elements. 

(3) Class HI: Normal operation. 

(4) Class Vt Normal operation. 

b. Maintenance< 

(1) The maintenance of electronic equipment continued to be a crit- 
ical problem during December. The repair of the AN/VSC-2, PRR-9 and the PRT radios 
were deadlined long periods of tins due to lack of repair parts, tools and test 
equipment and trained personnel. 

(2) Tbe Coaputer, Gun Directional MI8 was issued to the 3d Howitzer 
Battalion, 319th Artillery during the month. Tbe maintenance company does not 
hare tools or trained repair personnel authorised in it's TOE, This item was also 
issued without a unit PLL and ASL. A modification of Company D 173d Support Bat- 
talion has been requested. 

(3) The ASL and units PLL zero blance continued to increase. Company 
D, 173d Support Battalion had only received fills on 02 and 05 requistions. 

3/ 
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 m CONFIDENTIAL 
ATBUC/MID 15 February 1968 
8PBJIOT1 Supply and Ooabftt Sarvlo« AotivltlM 

(4) Loaf deadline« war« •xparlanocd on th« following end Itemoi 

(a) 0«D«ratori of «11 typoe. 

(b) CoHnunlcatlon and elactronlc •qulpnent. 

0. Htdloali Casualty flguros for th« month« 

(1) m 19 

(2) XBRRHA 0 

(3) IBHA . 52 

U) IBNRHA 19 

(5) KU 0 

(6) Malaria 33 

3* Januaryt 

a. Supply! 

(1) Class li Rations wsra supplied to th« Brigade from thro« lo- 
cations during ths month. Ilsasnts of th« Brigade in the BOLLING AO drew fro« 
tb« TOT HOA Sub Ar«« Coonand Ration Breakdown Point. Elements in th« CORREGTDOR 
AC drew rations fro« th« 173d Class I Field Breakdown Point. These rations wire 
lln« hauled fro« PLEIKÜ Sub Ar«« Command to KONTITN. After th« movement of UM 
Task Fore« Powerhouse to PLBIKU, units drew from the 4th Infantry Division Ration 
Breakdown. Bas« Camp Blsaants to Include th« 3-503d Infantry drew rations from 
th« All KHB Ration Breakdown which was co-operated by th« 1st Cavalry Division and 
tb« 173d Airborne Brigad«. 

(2) Class II & IVt Class il support was furnished «11 Brigad« units 
from AN KHB Base Camp by shipment to «ach of tb« AO»s. Class IT was supplied from 
Tut HOA Sub Are« Coanand and PLEIKÜ Sub Ar«« Conand. ComUt loss replacements 
remained tb« major supply problem. Tb« dispersed operation« tb« Brigad« has been 
involved in contributed to difficulty in responsive support and property accoun- 
tability. 

(3) Claas II * IIIAi Claas III activitias were more complicated 
than usual du« to tb« multiple AO's that required POL dispensing equipment and 
p«rsonn«l. Tb« operation in AO BOLLINQ alone required refueling in three lo- 
cstions Cftusing « strain on personnel and «qulpnent, 

U)   Class Vt Tb« n«wly «ssumad mission of tb« DAZZIJEM AO and Camp 
Radcllff defense reeulted in th« Brigade «xceeding the ASR for iOma wad Slam ammu- 
nition, Suoc«8slve «ttacks on tb« Base Casp and th« p«netration of the perimeter 
resulted in « vary high usage rate on these items. 

(5) The necessity of providing support personnel and equipment in 
thr«« locstions has spread th« resources extremely thin. There «re many positions 
In tb« supply plateon wh«r« there are only one or two personnel and it is difficult 
to split them three ways and maintain effectiveness. Th« overall support however 
w«s oonsldsred good during tb« month. 

b» Mtint«nanc«i 

(1) Bight helicopters (ÜH-1H) were received in the Brigad« during 
th« month. Ttese were to be exchanged for the ÜH-ID models. The UH-1D«8 have 
undergone FB's and are ready to be turned in. 
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(2) Aircraft malntenano« personnel rec«lTed training on the LOH 
and tha ÜH-1H. Additional »chooling is plannod during the month of February 
and March. 

(3) The supply of rapalr parts continued to laprore slightly. A 
oorrosponding fill of the unit« PLL's was experienced during January. This re- 
sulted in an orsrsll reduction of down tias for equipaant, 

iU) Increasad and laprorad materiel readiness roportlng was affect- 
ad in January. Tank - Autoaatlre material la to be reported Green, Red and Amber 
in eonfondty to the ISC. 

(5) A technical aaelstance Inspection was initiated 20 January 
1968. This assistance will continue until all units hare recelTed assistance. 
four (4) units of the Brigade hare recelTed assistance in the following areas: 

(a) PLL's records, 

(b) Maintenance records. 

c.    Medical«   Casualty figures for the monthi 

(1) KIA 28 

(2) KBNRHA 1 

(3) IRHA 108 

(A) 1BNRHA 22 

(5) KIA 3 

(6) Halaria 23 

it 
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